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WHATEVER impropriety may have fome- 
times attended the manner of celebrating an event, fo illuf- 
trious in itfelf, and fraught with fuch important confequen- 
ces to mankind, as that of a nation’s being literally born in 
aday, it is undoubtedly worthy of fome public notice.— 
When we refle& upon the various feenes we have witnefl- 
ed; the feveral changes through which we have pafied, the 
many dangers we have narrowly efcaped, and the multi- 
plicity of difficulties and obftacles which ftood in our way, 
and were happily farmounted during the arduous ftruggle 
for our independence ; and then take a view of our rapid, 
I had almoft faid unexampled advancement in population. 
and national profperity, fince the memorable 4th of July 
1776, in which that important inftrument was figned, whicls 
atcrted our claim to arank among the nations of the world, 
the pious and reflecting mind cannot but confider the whole 
as the doing of the Lord. 

On an occafion like the prefent, one thing peculiarly 
adapted to engage the attention of an audience is the charm 
of novelty. But where a fubject has been fo often confid- 
ered that, every topic having any relation to it has been 
repeatedly difcuffed, with all the charms of glowing clo- 
quence, it is a difficult tafk to exhibit any thing new. 
As long however as the dodrine of providence fhall be be- 
lieved and realized, the attentive obferver cannot but have 
a grateful remembrance, of the many kind and fignal inter- 
pofitions of heaven by which we have efcaped impending 
dangers, and furmounted oppofing difficulties, arifing either 
from our want of experience in the manner of conducting 
national affairs, the open attempts of our declared enemies, 
or the flill more infidious plots of falfe and treacherous, 
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though pretended friends ; and have rapidly, though by 
feveral progreflive fteps, advanced to the rank we now hold 
among the nations of the world. Upon a review of thefe 
events we may apply to thefe United States the language 
of the infpired Jewifh Law-giver. ‘“ Happy art thou O 
Ifrael ; who is like unto thee, C people faved of the Lord ; 
the fhield of thy help ; and the {word of thine excellency !” 

Wuen we take a view of our prefent fituation, com- 
pared with that of other nations, we may juftly hail our 
happy and highly favoured land, if we have but wifdom to 
eftimate, and virtue to make a due improvement of our priv- 
ileges and advantages. While fome places are fuffermg 
by pinching want, we have not barely a competency, but 
an abundance of the neceflaries and conveniences of life ; 
when feveral European ‘nations, after a peaceful interval 
unufually fhort, are afrefh involved in the calamities of war, 
the fruit of a lawlefs and deftructive ambition, we are favour- 
ed with peace in our borders, and may fit down each man 
under his own vine, and his own fig-tree, with none to make 
him afraid. We are, at an inconfiderable expence, favour- 
ed with the bleflings of a free government, in its nature a- 
dapted to extend equal protection to all. Our revenues 
are abundantly fufficient, not only to defray our ordinary 
national expences, but alfo, in ume of peace, to afford a 
furplus fufficient to pay the intereft and effec a gradual ex- 
tinguifhment of the principal of our public debt. We have 
no foreign tafk-mafters nor domeftic tyrants to fleece us at 
pleafure, or to drain the laft cent from the hard earnings of 
induftry ; property, at leaft a decent competence, is per- 
haps more equally diffufed than in any other country on 
the globe. In addition to religious liberty, the invaluable 
privilege of worfhipping God in a manner agreeable to the 
di&ates of our confciences, we are favoured with a revela- 
tion of the divine will, and with the means of grace and in- 
ftruétion neceflary to enable us duly to appreciate, as_well 
as wifely to improve and enjoy the ineftimable blefling ; 
and in general we are favoured with as much health in our 
habitations as ufually falls to the lot of dying men in a dy- 
ing world. What can we defire, at leafl what can we ra- 
tionally expe& more? What poflible advantage can we reap 
from thofe changes which are fo often ruinous to nations ? 

While 
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“While we ¢rafp at a fhadow, we may lofe the fubftance: 

Bur as neither individual nor political happinefs is, in 
this life, fated to be immortal, fo our profperity, and even 
our independence as a nation is befet with dangers. Itisa 
common obfervation, and one which is but too often verifi- 
ed by the experience of mankind in almoft every age. ‘That 
it is the lot of free republican governments to be but of 
fhort duration. Such is the corruption of human nature, 
and the confequent tendency to depravity of manners, that 
mankind are extremely prone to tyranny and oppreffion on 
the one hand, and to licentioufnefs and infubordination on 
the other. Whatever feeming oppofition there may, at 
firft view, appear to be, between thefe extremes, their ef- 
feéts are ufually the fame. Crufhed between thefe con- 
fli€ting propenfities the liberties of nations have frequently 
expired. Happy will it be for thefe United States, fhould 
they, by efcaping thofe rocks and quickfands which have fo 
often proved fatal to other nations, be able to prefent to an 
admiring world, the pleafing fpeétacle of a permanent free 
republican government, as an afylum for the oppreffed both 
of the prefent and future generations. But are we in no 
danger? This cannot be with truth afferted, and our peril 
will not be leflened by being concealed. 

ALTHovGH the privileges which we poffefs are great 
and fubftantial, compared with the calamities endured by 
other nations, yet even at this moment, they are not enjoy- 
ed without fome alloy. Though we are in general at peace 
abroad, yet in a certain degree, we experience the calami- 
ties of war, by the piratical depredations of one of 
the barbary powers, and the threatened hottilities of anoth- 
er. It muft be fome abatement of the felicity of men 
who have hearts overflowing with fenfibility at another’s 
woes to reflect that fo many of our brave fellow citizens as 
were captured in the frigate Philadelphia, are pining in the 
moft cruel bondage. And, altho’ we we might naturally 
fuppofe ourfelves removed at a fufficient diftance from the 
vortex of European politics, to be entitled to the uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of all the advantages of our neutral fitua- 
tion, yet, fo extenfive are our mercantile conneétions with 
the nations at war, that we cannot but be partial fufferers. 
Tho’ none of the European powers are in open holtilities 
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fzainft us, yet fome of them do not hefitate to aé& the part 
of haughty overbearing allies. Our dear republican breth- 
ren, the French, capture our defencelefs merchantmen with- 
out fcruple, whenever they find it to fuit their own conven- 
ience. The contributions which have been, in this way, 
from time to time levied upon our commerce, have been 
immenfe, in fome cafes but little fhort of the expence of ac- 
tual hoftilities. From other nations alfo we have received 
ferious injuries. ‘This is butan indireét, and, at the fame 
time, very unequal way of paying tribute. The more 
tamely we fubmit to fuch encroachments, it is probable, 
the greater will be their increafe. This fpecies of plunder 
has, of late, become alarming, particularly in the Weft-In- 
dies. 

Ir is impoflible, at prefent, to forefee what farther ca- 
Jamities occafioned either by foreign influence and intrigue or 
by open hoflilities are yet in ftore for us. From fimilar fources 
many nations have received their bane. Holland, Switzer- 
Jand, Sardinia, Belgium and the Italian States are modern 
examples lately added to fwell the ancient lift. As long 
as mutual jealoufies fhall a@uate the powers of Europe, ef- 
pecially, as Jong as contending nations fhall be engaged in 
adtual hoflilities, fo. long they will view it an important ob- 
jeé&t to fecure the exclufive friendfhip of America, and if 
poffible, induce the United States to take part in their quar- 
rels. It is the true policy of our country to ftand aloof 
from fuch connections. Should the time ever come, when 
either a French or Britifh or any other foreign faction fhall 
controul the councils of America, then farewel, a lotig fare- 
wel to all our greatnefs, to our peace and happinefs, and 
even our independence as a nation. Better to be expofed 
to their open hoftilities than be duped by their fecret  in- 
trigues. But beft of all to fupport the true American 
chara&er and policy, by conduéting our own national af- 
fairs, independent of any undue partialities either for or a- 
gainft different foreign powers ; unawed by the frowns, 
and unfeduced by the flatteries of any nation. 

Bor perils from foreign influence and intrigue do not 
conftitute the whole of the dark cloud which, at prefent, 
ob{cures our political horizon. Our minds can never be 
too deeply affected with the dangers refulting from our vic- 
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e3. The demoralizing fpirit which has fpread in Europe, 
and which, covered with the pretence of reformation, and 
of the diffufion of a more extenfive fpirit of benevolence 
throughout the world, has aimed a deadly blow not only 
at chriftianity but at every focial virtue, has extended its 
baneful influence even to this land, formed by nature for a 
peaceful and happy retreat. _Irreligion always brings a train 
of vices along with it, which have a natural as well as a 
moral tendency to ruin ; fuch as luxury, idlenefs, extrava- 
gance, and a thoughtlefs diffipation. Thefe have already 
_ raifed their gigantic features among us toan alarming height. 
How far this peftilence will affect our fecurity by either 
provoking the righteous indignation of heaven, or operat- 
ing as a worm at the root of every civil and focial virtue, 
it is, at prefent, impoffible to forefee. Let us only con- 
ceive the idea of an entire banifhment of religion out of the 
world, and it would be converted into amere Pandemoni- 
um, a fit habitation for evil fpirits rather than human beings 
formed for focial intercourfe. Independent of the divine 
authority and infpiration by which it was uttered, the 
truth of no maxim was ever more univerfally fanétioned by 
the experience of all ages than this, that “ Righteoufnefs 
exalteth a nation, but fin is the reproach of any people.” 
Should fuch vices as have hitherto univerfally proved the 
fatal bane of every civil and focial virtue be generally prac- 
tifed, fhould they obtain the countenance of men diftinguifh- 
ed for talents, power and influence, and ftalk abroad with 
fuch a bold front as fcarcely to feek the thinneft veil to 
fkreen them from the light of day, it would be a fymptom 
dark indeed. The downfal of kingdoms and nations may, 
almoft always be traced to fimilar caufes, and where there 
is a famenefs in the caufe, there will ufually be a fimilarity 
in the effe@. ‘The Lord hath a controverfy with the in- 
habitants of the land, becaufe there is no truth, nor mercy, 
nor knowledge of God in the land. By fwearing, and ly- 
ing, and killing, and ftealing, and committing adultery, they 
break out, and blood toucheth blood ; therefore fhall the 
jand mourn.” 

Tue divifions which have already taken place in 
our country, and their farther progrefs {till to be 
dreaded, open a dreary and threatening profpeét. In a 
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territory fo extenfive as the United States, comprifing with. 
in its limits, perhaps, nearly all the varieties of the human 
fpecies, to be found in the civilized world, people whofe 
fentiments, habits, manners, and prejudices, are very differ- 
ent, and whofe local interefts and attachments are various, 
it is not {trange that the feeds of divifion fhould exift. Du- 
ly fenfible of the dangers arifing from this fource, it ought 
to be our ftudy to check their growth. But inftead of this 
are there not too many who ftudy rather to widen than 
heal our breaches ? Happy would it be, if neither great 
political parties, nor local attachments or politics were to 
impede us in our undeviating purfuit of the general good. 
Itis true were there an entire agreement in fentiment upon 
political queftions, among all the individuals compofing the 
{everal branches of our general and ftate governments, fuch 
a union might poflibly be attended with bad confequences. 
It might then be even eafier than at prefent to enter into 
combinations dangerous to the liberties of the people. Mu. 
tual jealoufies have their ufe, and were they difplayed in 
no other way than in free candid enquiries into public meaf= 
ures, no doubt they might prove an important bulwark of 
freedom. But if the time fhould come, (and it merits our 
moft ferious enquiries whether there are not, even at pref- 
ent, fymptoms of its approach,) I fay if the time fhould 
come when offices fhall be fought and obtained merely thro’ 
the influence of party fpirit and intrigue ; when the obrain- 
ing of an office is confidered of more importance than the 
faithful difcharge of the duties of it ; when the principal en- 
quiry concerning a candidate for office, is not, Is he capable ? 
Is he faithful? but is he true to the party? When our 
‘free and independent eleétors are biafled by a fyftem of 
mifreprefentation, falfehood, and intrigue, when the honeft 
and well meaning yeomanry of our country who, if corrett- 
ly informed, will always, in matters of government, act right, 
‘become the dupes of the infidious colourings of intriguing 
politicians and defigning demagogues, the eleétive franchife, 
inftead. of continuing the. great bulwark of our liberties, 
may become the fatal engine of partiality and oppreffion. 
How far fuch falfe colourings, aided by the talents of fome 
unprincipled foreigners, and {till more unprincipled Ameri- 
«cans, who have afpired to be diretors of the ai will ; 
itt ave 
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have contributed to excite that degree of acrimoay which 
has taken place between the great political. parties which 
have divided our country, I pretend not to fay ; and how 
far they will ftill continue to operate, either upon thofe 
changes which have taken place, or in thofe ftill meditated, 
time mult develope. - 
Ir is not my prefent intention to difcufs, at large, the’ 
comparative merits of the laft and prefent adminiftrations, 
particularly as it refpects their republican principles and e- 
conomicalarrangements. It is, however,a fact well known. 
that two charges have been frequently reiterated again{t 
the Jaft adminiftration, diftinguifhed by the name of feder- 
al, viz..a want of economy in public expenditures, and a 
dereliétion of republican principles, or an inclination to in- 
troduce a monarchy. As far as fuch charges obtain cred-- 
it, they are peculiarly adapted to make an impreflion on 
the minds af freemen, particularly freemen of New-Eng- 
land, who have been, from their cradles nurfed up in the 
principles of economy, and in republican habits, and who 
are fufficiently jealous of power, even when delegated by 
themfelves, as well as of the emoluments of office. Thefe 
charges, connected with the boafted fuperior economy, and 
pure republicanifm, which chara¢terize the prefent admin- 
iftration, have furnifhed a common place topic both for 
panegyric and abufe. So many encomiumis on our prefent 
fyftem, drawn from thefe topics, have been uttered and 
publifhed, a perfon is almoft tempted to think that it is 
from neceflity, that the colouring is laid on with fucha lib- 
eral hand. It is neither my wifh nor intention to enter 
the lifts as a champion, in defence of every meafure of the. 
federal adminiftration. The government they were called 
to adminifter, was, in many refpects, different from any 
other recorded in the page of hiftory, and the adminiftra- 
tion itfelf a matter of experiment. It is not therefore to 
be wondered at, if they made fome miftakes.* But, that 
B thefe 


- * As much has been faid about the profufion of the federal ad- 

miniftration, and the comparatively excellent Management of the 

pi has been the fubject of eulogies almoft innumerable, the fol- 

wing brief ftatements, drawn from fources which I believe to be 

authentic, may ferve to give fome idea of that fubje@. From a va- 
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thefe were neither numerous nor important, may, FT think, 
be fairly prefumed from the confideration that nearly all the 
leading features of the prefent adminiftration, particularly 
with regard to revenne and expence, have been copied from 
the Jaft, little or nothing new being’ originated, however 
the. 
riety of documents it appears that the federal adminiftration receiv- 
ed from the old confederation a debt of 76,781,955 dollars. Exclu- 
five of this fum, they had to pay for feveral incidental claims and 
parts of unfunded debt arifing under the old government, for debts 
due to foreign officers and: penfions to invalid foldiers, the fum 
1,741,000 dollars, making the debt to be provided for 78,522,955 
dollars. AIl the national property tranfmitted to them from: the 
old government, did not exceed 2,500,000 dollars. After dedud- 
ing this fum there will remain 76,022,955 dollars. This debt was 
to be provided for, and government to be fupported by a revénue 
fyftem to be created, and brought into operation, and which, on ac- 
count of the low ftate.of our commerce, was, in the beginning of 
its operation, comparatively unproductive. On Jan. 1, 1798, this 
debt amounted to 67,627,338 dollars. On Jan. 1, 1800, it amount- 
ed to 70,212,718 dollars. On account of extraordinary expences 
incurred during that’perjod, oecafioned principally by outrages up- 
on our commerce by the French Republic, the debt had increafed- 
the fam of 2,585,538 dollars. Mr. Gallatin ftates ina report that 
on Jan. 1, 1801, the nominal debt was a fra@ion more than 80 mil- 
lions, but in this Ratement he makes no allowance for upwards of 
2,000,000 dollars cafh ‘in the treafury, for cafh in the hands of col- 
lecors, bonds in the euftom-houfes, and bank ftock which could not 
have amounted to lefs, probably to more, than 10,000,000 dollars. 
Afier deducting this fum, the real debt to be provided for, when a 
change in the adminiftration took place, was but little, if any more 
than 70 millions. But when the federal adminiftration commenced 
the debt was upwards of 76 millions; after deducting the whole a- 
mount of all the national property which came into their hands.— 
Belides the fupport of the civil lift, which, during that adminiftra- 
tion, amounted to not far from 5,000,000 dollars ; and befides up- 
wards of 23 anda half millions of dollars paid for intereft on the 
public debt, they hadto pay for the ereétion of light-houfes for the 
fecurity of trade, and for the’ conftruction of fortifications to protect 
our coaits and harbours, 893,000 dollars ; for fupprefling infurrec- 
tions, and making and preferving peace with the Indian tribes, 
1,446,000 dollars ; for the redemption of captives at Algiers, and 
making and preferving peace with them and the other Barbary pow- 
ers, 1,682,000 dollars ; for eftablithing the boundary line between 
the United States and Great-Britain, and Spain, and carrying into 
effect the treaties with thofe nations 2 39,000 dollars; for the ex 
pences of Indian wars 5,000,000 dollars ; for the military eftab- 
lithment over and above this 5,000,000 ; the purchafe of arms and 
military Rores, the building and equipping of veflels, and all the 
: . y ’ additional 
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the adminiftration itfelf be decriéd. Ihave not the intention, 
nor even a with to charge the prefent adminiftration with a 
want of refpeé& for a republican government, of witha de- 
fign to introduce any other form, nor do I believe the charge 
true with refpeé to the laft. 1 believe that, with the-ex- 
ception of thofe, who are cither the open or fecret advo- 
cates for abfolute anarchy and infubordination, the great 
body of the people of the United States are friendly to a 
republican government, under the banners of whatever po- 
litical party they may rank themfelves, altho’ there may 
be fome difference in their fentiments of the beft manner of 
adminiftering the fyftem. Probably individuals may be 
found in all our political parties, who would wifh for'a dif- 
ferent form, and who would even prefer a monarchy. But 
their number is, at prefent, fo frfiall, and their influence fo 
inconfiderable, that the man who would, at this time, be 
hardy enough to make the attempt to introduce, or who 
fhould evenentertain ahope of introducing that fyftem, might, 
with greater propriety, be viewed as a fuitable tenant for 
bedlam, 

additional expence of our preparations againft France, 8,8 30,000 dol- 
lars; for foreign intercourie, including extraordinary mifions to 
France and Great-Britain, 759,000 dollars ; making the, fum: total 
of 18,849,000, dollars. During this period they, had fuccefsfully 
concluded a treaty with England, which has fecured fubftantial in. 
demnification to our.merchants; and brought the negociations with 
France fo near to an iffue, as to render a farther continuance of ma- 
ny extraordinary expences unneceflary, and they left to their fuc- 
ceffors a debt of not far-from 7o millions, with fuch .a- permanent 
revenue, and produdive funds, as, according to Mr. Gallatin’s-ftate- 
ment, is fufficient to defray every demand of government, and en; 
tirely liquidate the public. debt in fifteen years and a half ; togeth- 
er with public fhips.and preparations for building others, navy yards, 
public buildings, and military ftores, to the amount of feveral mil- 
lionsmore. A fitnation vaftly. different from that in which their 
predeceffors came into the adminiftration. ; 

Let us now fee what has been done by-the boafted economy of 
our prefent adminiftration towards the fo much talked of difcharge 
of the publie debt. -, Strange indeed would it be, confidering the fu- 
perior advantages they were under, if fomething was not done, as 
they had not only the produétive revenue fyftem, and the large fum 
of national property to appropriate to that end, but have fold pub- 
lic fhips and bank {tock to a large amount. _Altho’ the internal tax- 
es have been repealed, yet the emoluments derived from that fource 
toa lurge amount,.as well as from the direét tax, have been appro- 
priated by the prefent adminiftration. ‘ 
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bedlam, than as a dangerous foe to: our republican confti- 
tutions. Butafter fome recent events which will not be 
immediately forgotten; particularly, after the addition of 
fifteen millions to our national debt, for the purchafe of a 
vaft wildernefs, viewed, by many, as ufelefs at leaft, if not 
pernicious 

‘The payments into the treafury on the internal taxes in 1801 is 
ftated to have been a fraction more than 1,000,000 dollars. In 1802 
the following fums were received. 


Dols. Cts. 

Upon arrears of the internal taxes 621,898 89 
Upon the remains of the direc tax 206,565 44 

’ For the fale of bank ftock 1,287,600 00 
For the fale of armed fhips 119,490 53 
Total 2,235,554 86 


Mr. Gallatin’s report, at thelaft feffion of Congreis, ftates that 
on the 30th Sept. 1803, the out-ftanding arrears of the dire& tax 


amounted to Doli. 250,000 
Ditto of the internal duties 4.00,000 
oS, . 650,000 
‘The public debt of the United States is ftated on Jan. 1, 1803, as 
follows. Deals. 
Foreign debt in Amfterdam and Antwerp 8,730,000 
Domettic debt of feveral defcriptions 70,253,818 88 
‘Temporary loans from the bank in antici- 
pations of the revenue 1,450,000 


Nominal amount of debt Jan. 1, 1803, 80,433,818 88 
Dedué inftalments reiniburfed 6,176,074 94 


: Unredeemed principal Jan. 1,1803, 74,257,743 94 — 
What proportion the national property bore in 1803 to its amount 
when a change in the adminiftration took place, I cannot ftate ex- 
aaly. ‘The amount of cafh in the treafury was fome what greater. 
Our navy dwindled to almoft nothing, and bank property leflened 
2220 fhares, 1,207,000 dollars, admitting the additional cafh’in the 
treafury to make up the deficiency, the real debt was leffened between 
five and fix millions. But confidering the addition of 15 millions 
for the purchafe of Louifiana, our public debt is now greater than 
at any former period. : 

I mean not to infinuate that the prefent adminiftration has not a 
difpofition to pay the public debt. It is but of little confequence 
by what name, whether Federalifts or Republicans, thofe who ad- 
minifter the government are diftinguifhed, if our national affairs aré 
well managed, and the national honour protected. “When the pref- 
ent adminiftration came tothe helm, the advantages of their fitua- 
tion were peculiar, compared with their predeceffors. They a a 
well 
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pernicious to the United States, and after the eftablith. 
ment of a government in that territory, which bears a very 
ftriking refemblance to a fyftem of defpotifm, if it. is not 
the thing itfelf; a fyftem exhibiting fcarce any more char- 
aéteriftic features of a republic than are to be found in a- 
ny of the kingly governments of the eaftern continent, and 
after invefting the Prefident, in that territory, with powers 
uncontemplated by, if not incompatible with the conftitu- 
tion of the United States, remarks about the extenfion of 
executive patronage, a want of economy, and a dereliction 
of republican principles, ought to be more fparingly appli- 
ed to the laft adminiftration. Indeed it would not be un- 
becoming if the cheeks of thofe who are ftill difpofed. to 
keep up the cry, were crimfoned o’er with a few mod- 
eft blufhes, upon every repetitition. 

Besrpss the divifion of the States into two great po- 
litical parties, who have feen fit to diftinguifh themfelves by 
the names of Federalifts and Republicans, much is to be 
apprehended from mutual encroachments, or jealoufy of 
encroachments, among the feveral States. Thefe jealoufies 
may either take place between large and {mall ftates, or be- 
tween {tates compofing the northern, and thofe forming the 

fouthern 

well organized fifcal fyftem, and the advantage of efcaping fuch 
miftakes as muft unavoidably attend a bufinefs of experiment. The 
fooner the public debt can be difcharged, confiftent with the protec- 
tion of our national honour and independence, the better. National 
economy, connected with national honour and independence ou ght 
eyer to be our motto. But the truth ought to be told. 

Much is faid upon our growing profperity and increafing flour- 
ifhing commerce, particularly fince the commencement of the pref- 
ent adminiftration. The following official ftatement of the fum to- 
tal of our exports, for feven fucceflive years, may feyve to give fome 
ideas on this fubjed. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
1797, 515294,710 1800, 70,971,780 | 3802, 71,957:144 
1798, 65,327,411 1801, 93,020,513 | 1803, 55,800,033 
1799, 78;6655522 | : 

From this ftatement it appears that during two years, i. €.. from 
1801 to 1803, our exports fuffered a diminution of 37,320,480 dols, 
afum greater than the average increafe in any two given years. In 
no year fince 1797, were they fo fmall as the laft, and as the returns 
for three quarters of that year were wanting in the fum total, had 
thefe returns been duly made, it is probable it would have equalled 
if not exceeded the fum total of the laft year. This ismo very flat- 
tering fymptom of a flourifhing and increafing commerce. 
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fouthern fe&ion of the union. Our confederated repub- 
lic is formed of great and {mall ftates, {tates very unequal 
both’in their dimenfions and population. In forming our 
eftimate of {tates as great or fmall, we are not to refer, 
merely to the amount of their prefent population. The 
extent of their territory, and the quantity of valuable lands 
adapted to the purpofes of agriculture contained within 
their limits connected with the poffeffion of fuch extenfive 
commercial advantages as, unitedly, promife a future and 
greatly increafed population, are rather to be the criteri- 
on. A ftate which has been but lately explored and fet- 
tled, and is, at prefent, very thinly peopled, eftimated 
merely by the number ofits inhabitants, may be a fmall 
ftate, yet, as it refpeéts its future relation to, and impor- 
tance in the union, it may bea large ftate. On the other 
hand, another ftate, eftimated by its prefent fuperabundant 
population, may be confidered ‘as a large ftate, but on ac- 
count of the narrownefs of its limits, it may, in it’s future 
relation'to ‘the union, be, comparatively, a fmall ftate— 
‘The only reprefentation, under the old confederation was 
that of ftates, ftate fovereignty was, therein, entire, and 
all the ftates, whether great or fmall, exercifed it equally. 
By the principles of our prefent national conftitution, part 
of that fovereignty, fo far as it refpe&s the purpofes and 
ends of the general government, is given up, and. our na- 
tional legiflature is compofed, partly of the reprefentatives 
of the people, and partly of the reprefentatives of the ftate 
fevereignties. In the houfe of reprefentatives in Congrefs, 
the people of the feveral ftates, and not the ftates are rep- 
refented, which adds confiderably to the influence of the 
large ftates. . In the choice of the electors of Prefident and 
Vice-Prefident, the popular and federative principles are 
blended. In the fenate ftate fovereignty only, is reprefented. 
By the late alteration in our federal conftitution, refpecting 
the defignation of the perfons voted for as Prefident and 
Vice-Prefident, the federative principle, fo far as refpeéts 
the cleéion of thefe officers, is greatly weakened, if not 
nearly annitilated ; as the probability of an ele@ion com- 
ing into. the houfe of reprefentatives, the only place where 
that principle has its full force, is greatly leffened. - This 
tends farther to abridge the relative importance of rs {mall 
ates 5 
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flates ; and fome in the large’ ftates, at prefent view the 
equality of the fmall ftates in the fenate, with. a jeal- 
ouseye. ‘Thus a foundation is laid for mutual jealoufies. 
‘Time muft unfold how far they may prove to be well found- 
ed, on the part of the fmall ftates. . Happy willit be fhould 
no ferious confequences follow. tad Sore 
Between the northern and fouthern fetions ofthe 
union there is alfo, fome foundation for jealoufy, the canfes 
of which I fhould with neither to exaggerate nor entirely. 
conceal. It is an opinion founded upon fome appearance 
of reafon that the relative influence and. importance of the 
feveral {tates in our national government, fhould, in fome 
{mall meafure at leaft, be proportioned to the fupplies) fur- 
nifhed to the national treafury. Initead of reafoning on this 
fubje&, I hall barely ftate a few facts, as they appear from 
official documents, furnifhed by the department of the treaf= 
ury. From the official annual ftatement of receipts’ and 
expenditures it appears that for the year ending. with, De- 
cember 31, 1802, the neat amount of revenue derived from, 
impoft and tonnage, from paflports and clearances, and from 
fines and forfeitures, was eight millions, three hundred fifty 
nine thoufand, two hundred twenty-feven dollars, ninety-fix 
cents.* Of this fum ix millions, feven hundred and forty thou- 
Sand, five hundred eighty dollars, twenty-nine ceuts, were col« 
leéted 
* This ftatement is taken from an official account of the receipts 
and expenditures of the United States tor 1802, publifhed agreeably 
to a ftanding order of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of Dec. 1 3, 17915 


between this and Mr. Gallatin’s report of O&. 13, 1791, publifhed 
by order of the Senate, there is fome variation. The latter ftates 


the net revenue to be Dols. 10,117,044 57, Viz— 
Dols. Cis. 
Goods paying aa advalorem duty 45193,472 72 — 
Articles paying a fpecific duty 5:883,271 75 


Extra duty of ro per ct. on goods imported in for- 
eign veliels, and 35 per ct. retained on drawbacks 3 335363 45 
Duties on tonnage, paffports and clearances 174,286 70 


Accounts not yet received eftimated at 30,000 
Grofs amount of revenue 10,614,394. 62 


Deduét for duties returned & expences ofcollecttion 497,350 os 
Net amount of revenue 10,117,044 57 
Which is nearly two millions fhort of the eftimate of receipts for 
1801, but exceeds that contained in the annual ftatement, 1,757,816 
: dollars, 
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Je&ted in the ftates north of the Potomac, and on¢ million, 
Six hundred eighteen thoufand, five hundred forty feven dol- 
lars, fixty-feven cents, a fum confiderably fhort of one fifth 
of the whole, were raifed in the {tates and territories to the 
fouth and weft. Five millions, four hundred fifty-five thou- 
fand, three hundred fixty-two dollars, forty-nine cents, a fam 
exceeding three fifths of the whole, by four hundred thirty- 
three thoufand, eight hundred twenty-five dollars, feventy-two 
cents, were furnifhed by the ftates of Maflachufetts, New- 
York, and Pennfylvania, leaving only two millions, nine hun- 
dred thirteen thoufand, three hundred eighty-one dollars, fixty- 
even cents, as the quota raifed by the other fourteen {tates. 
"Phe ftates fouth of the Potomac, including thofe on the 
weftern waters, and the territorial governments, contribut- 
ed'to that fum fixty-five thoufand, four hundred  feventy-three 
dollars, twenty-nine cents more than Maffachufetts alone, 
two hundred eight thoufand, one hundred eighty-four dollars, 
eighty cents, more than Pennfylvania, and eight hundred 
feventy-two thoufand, three hundred eighty-nine dollars, eight 
cents, \efs than the fingle ftate of New-York. The ftates 
to the north and eaft of the Potomac, fend eighty-fix Rep- 
refentatives and twenty Senators to Congrefs, and the fates 
to the fouth and weft fifty-fix Reprefentatives and fourteen 
Senators. The fmall ftate of Delaware, which fends but 
one Reprefentative, contributes from thefe fources, more to 
the expences of the union, by twenty-one thoufand, eight 
hundred forty-nine dollars, eighteen cents, than the {tates of 
Kentucky, Tenneffee, and Ohio, together with the territo- 
rial governments, who fend ten Reprefentatives and fix 
Senators, befide the delegate from the Miflifippi Territory, 
and the ftate of Rhode-Ifland which fends but two, .con- 
tributes, within a fraction of three times the fum collected 
in the whole weftern feétion of the union. Exclufive of 
the fupplies derived from the poft-office department, and 
from the fales of public lands, thefe fources furnifh nearly 
the 


dollars, 61 cents. I have not had leifure to pay fufficient attention 

to the documents fully to explain the reafon of this variation. Prob- 

ably it arofe, in part, from the deficiency of fome returns in the one 

ftatement, which were included in the other, or from the one includ- 

ing fome branch of the revenue not contained in the other. But 

Fs probably makes no perceivable variation in the proportion 
ated. 
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the whole permanent fupply of the public treafury fince the 
repeal of the internal taxes. The emoluments drawn from 
the poft-office, are inconfiderable, but, more or leis, they 
are wholly derived from the northern and middle fe&tions of 
the union. The revenue arifing from that department, 
in the fouthern and weftern ftates, is not fufficient to de- 
fray the expence of the tranfportation of the mail. The 
deficiency is to be fupplied from the furplus derived from 
that fource, in the more northern fe&tions. Such is the vaft 
extenfion of territory, and rapid increafe of population, par- 
ticularly in the weftern ftates, that, as foon as a different 
apportionment of reprefentatives fhall take place, in confe- 
quence of another cenfus, it is probable that this part of 
the union will furnifh a majority of the whole. Upon this 
{tatement [ add noremarks. It is true, it deferves to be 
confidered, that feveral ftates import much more than they 
confume, others again confume more than they import 5 
& the tax, tho’ in the firft inftance levied upon the importer, 
is eventually paid by the confumer. But whether, even in 
this way, burthens are equalized with advantages, I pre- 
tend not to fay. 

Tuere are fome dutied articles, the revenue arifing 
from which contributes large fupplies to the public treafu- 
ry, upon which the impoft is thought by many, to operate 
partially, and throw too great a proportion of the public 
burthens on particular feftions. of the union. I thal! only 
notice the duties upon falt and diftilled fpirits. ‘The article 
of falt yields a revenue to a confiderable amount.* I would 
not be thought to infinuate in this place, that I view it an 
improper fubje& for taxation, altho’ it is poflible that, ac- 
cording to the value of the article the duty may be too 
high. If my recolleétion is correét, it is twenty cents per 
bufhel. It is levied upon one of the fimple neceflaries of 
life, upon one nearly, if not abfolutely the next in impor- 
tance to bread and water. The ftates, or parts of ftates 
which border on the Atlantic, and in fome places as far as 
two hundred miles and upwards inland are dependent for 
this article upon foreign fupply. It is confumed in the os 
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*'The amount of the falt duty 1802, was 648,861 dollars 80 cents, 
the confumption of that article is pretty uniform, probably, it is nei- 
ther much incurred nor diminifhed. 
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eft quantities, not in the families of the rich and luxurious, 
but in thofe of the economical, induftrious inland farmers, 
both on account of the inland parts, particularly in the 
northern ftates, being the greateft grazing country, and on 
account of cattle requiring the largeft quantity of falt in 
places at a diftance from the fea board. But the weight 
of the article renders a lengthy tran{portation by land, both 
difficult and expenfive, which greatly enhances the price to 
the confumer. From this tax thofe parts of the union 
which afford this article, and where it can be, and ad¢tually 
is obtained at a much lower rate than it could be in many 
other parts of the country, even if the duty was _ repealed, 
are wholly exempted. In addition to this, the duty upon 
faltoperates,in the northern {tates in particular, as a tax up- 
on exports ; almoft their whole ftaple for exportation, be- 
ing fuch as to require the confumption ofthat article. One 
important branch of northern exports, it is true, viz. the 
fifheries, are exempted from the duty by the drawback al- 
lowed upon falt confumed in preferving and curing fifh._— 
But the produce of our farms, our beef, pork, butter and 
cheefe, which are exported in large quantities, and which 
are almoft the only articles furnithed for market by the in- 
land farmers, are all, more or lefs affected by the falt du- 
ty. Diftilled {pirits may be confidered as an article of lux- 
ury. Perhaps there is no more proper fubject of taxation. 
‘Perhaps no article ought to be fubjected to a heavier duty. 
But to fome it appears neither reafonable nor ftriétly im- 
partial, to lay a heavy duty upon foreign fpirits, or fuch as 
are diftilled from foreign materials, while thofe diftilled 
from domeftic are entirely exempted. By the repeal of 
this branch of the internal duties, thofe parts of the union 
where only domeftic diftilled {pirits are confumed, are al- 

moft wholly exempted from any charge towards the fup- 
port of our national government, while equally with 
other parts of the United States, they fhare its prote¢tion. 
Tt isthought alfo that domeftic diftilled fpirits are as much 
an article of luxury, and produce nearly the fame effects, 
whether good or bad, with thofe that are imported. I 
merely fuggeft thefe things as matters of enquiry, without 
exprefling any opinion on the fubject. 


My detaining this refpeétable audience fo long with _ 
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fach a dry detail, may perhaps require an apology. But T 

thought that, to fome it would be at leaft equally interefting 

witha more florid and highly ornamented declamation. 

I must crave your patience while I call your attention to 
one fubje& more, which appears to me calculated to pro- 
mote divifion and difunion, to the hazard, if not deftruction 
of our republican inftitutions. At leaft it is an event which 
makes animportant alteration inthe relative political fituatioa 
of thefe United States ; I mean the late enlargement of our 
territory, by the purchafe and acceflion of Louifiana. This 
event is celebrated as a vaft acquifition, both to our future 
wealth and celebrity as a nation, as one of the moft brilliant 
eras in our political hiftory, fomething of nearly equal im- 
portance with our independence itfelf. Painful as it may 
be to me to entertain different fentiments upon that meaf- 
ure, from, perhaps, a large majority of the citizens of thefe 
United States, yet, having deliberately formed an opinion 
on the fubje&, | fhall, with the honett franknets of arepub- 
lican and a freeman, {tate fome of the confequences to our 
union, which I think will be probably produced by this pur- 
chafe and ceffion. 1 fhall not fpend time to enquire into 
the extent of the acquifition made by the expenditure of 
our fifteen millions ; or whether we have made a real bona 
fida purehafe of the right of foil in this extenfive region, 
or have only obtained the mere jurifdiction of a vatt wilder- 
nefs, in which are included fome fettlements, one of them 
confiderable, inhabited by a people who are ftrangers to 
our laws, language and cuftoms, and difcontented with our 
claims of jurifdiétion, and whom, probably, we cannot gov- 
ern, unleis they are overawed by a military force; while 
the right of foil is nearly all vefted in French, Spanifh, and 
Indian proprietors, or in perfons holding under their titles. 
No documents which have come to my knowledge, appear 
to me fufficiently explicit to determine this queftion, and, e- 
ven the right of jurifdidion itfelf, is queftionable, upon the 
principles of our government. I know it is a common prac- 
tice among fovereigns of the eaftern continent, to cede, 
transfer, and exchange provinces or countries, either by 
purchafe, conqueft or otherwife, paying very little atten- 
tion to either the convenience or confent of the inhabitants 
fo transferred. But whether this be agrecable to the prin- 
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ciples of a republican government, which acknowledges the 
people as the fountain of power, and is founded upon the 
right of felf-government by reprefentatives chofen by the 
people themfelves, to transfer large countries with their in- 
habitants, from one. jurifdiétion to another, with as little 
ceremony as lands and cattle change owners, the confent of 
the people fo transferred being neither afked nor obtained, 
is a fubjeé deferving the attention of both the moralift and 
the politician. Nay, tho’ we may have acquired the pow- 
er, it is even queftionable whether France could fell, or A- 
merica purchafe the right, either to extend our jurifdiction 
over, or to colleé& a revenue from the inhabitants of Loui- 
fiana, without their confent. 

Bur, fhould our right of jurifdi&ion be admitted to 
be inconteftible, and fhould we acquiefce in the transfer ag 
a leffer evil a meafure of neceflity to avoid the calamities of 
war, fuppofing itto be the only mean, yet, even in that 
cafe, inftead of viewing itas an important and valuable ac- 
quifition in itfelf, it would prefent a fable gloomy profpect 
to my mind, threatening either the deftruction of our gov- 
ernment, or the diffolution of our union. That erroneous o. 
pinion, that the happinefs or profperity of a country, depends 
upon, or is promoted by the extent of its territory, has, fre- 
quently, urged ambitious fpirits on to their own, and their 
country’s ruin. From this fource has arifen, that pernicious 
rage for couqueft, which has, fo often, brought defolation 
upon kingdoms and nations, and incalculable miferies upon 
the human race, fuch overgrown empires have commonly 
foon crumbled to pieces, even when held together by the 
iron hand of arbitrary power. The Afyrian, the Babylo- 
nian, the Median and Perfian, the Grecian, the Roman, and, 
more lately, the Saracen Empires, notwithftanding the force 
and energy of their refpective governments, all fucceflively 
crumbled to pieces by their own weight. ‘Thefe examples 
apply to free republican ftates with redoubled force. The 
larger the territory the more room for the operation of fac- 
tion and intrigue, and for the greater diverfity of manners 
and habits, as well as of feparate, and frequently jarring 
local interefts, to nourifh the feeds of revolution. The 
more remote particular places are fituated from the feat of 
government, the more difficult it will be for the frong seam 
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of the union to controul fuch tendencies to faétion and rev- 
olution as may arife in them, without a dereliétion of the 
principles of a free government. Before this acceffion the 
territory of the United States was fufficiently large. With 
lefs than fix millions of inhabitants, and poffeffing a territo- 
ry fufficiently large to furnifh, with proper cultivation, all 
the neceflaries and conveniences of life, toa population of 
ten times that amount, it would feem as if we ftood in no 
need of an addition of nearly equal dimenfions, at the ex- 
pence of fifteen millions of dollars increafe to our national 
debt. ‘That our population, confidering our numbers, is al- 
ready, by far too much difperfed, either for the conven- 
ience of fociety or government, or for the purpofes of edu- 
cation, and the confequent diffemination of that degree of 
knowledge which is neceflary, fo far to cultivate the mind 
as to render men good citizens of a republic, is a complaint 
which is by no means unfounded. As Americans are fuffi- 
ciently prone to rambling, this acceflion will tend to a far- 
ther difperfion of our already too much fcattered popula- 
tion, and to promote, particularly on our frontiers, an ap- 
proach to the favage modes of life. 

Tue acceflion of this territory promifes, moreover no 
very hopeful addition to the number of good republican 
citizens. In order tofupport a free government it is necef- 
fary that manners and habits congenial to a republican fyf- 
tem, fhould prevail among the people. But, that a people, 
ignorant in the extreme, and born and educated in the hab- 
its of a defpotic government, fhould immediately, upon a 
transfer of jurifdi€tion, become intelligent, orderly and 
peaceable citizens in a republic, isan event, however defir- 
able initfelf, hardly to be expected. It may prove an eafy 
tafk to fill the minds, and heat the imaginations of fuch a peo- 
ple with high notions, of liberty and equality ; but, not be- 
ing accuftomed to the wholefome reftraint of equal laws, 
they will, probably, be no fooner free from the fhackles of 
defpotifm, than they will run into the oppofite extreme of 
licentioufnefs and infubordination. Senfible of this prone- 
nefs in mankind to run from one extreme to another, it has 
been thought neceffary to eftablifh a fyftem of government 
for Louifiana, for the prefent, exhibiting few or ate of 
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the diftinguifhing features of a republic ; a fyftem which, in- 
ftead of acknowledging them as a free people, poffefling the 
rights of felf-government, by extending to them all the 
privileges and immunities of citizens of the United States, 
does little more than favour them with a change of matf- 
ters: Inftead of being in future fubjeé to a Vice Roy from 
the king of Spain, they are to be governed by a dependent 
of the Prefident of the United States.. Perhaps the inhab- 
itants of the ceded territory are unqualified to enjoy the e- 
le@tive franchife. Perhaps this is a fyftem the moft con- 
genial to their manners and habits of any which human wif- 
dom could devife. But, fhould a territory, once incorpo- 


rated into the union, one which is, for ought I know, of 


nearly equal extent with our original bounds, be found in- 
capable of enjoying the bleflings of a free government, it 
can have no very favorable afpeé upon the liberties of the 
whole. ‘This territory will probably, in a very confiderable 
part at leaft, be peopled from Europe. As foon as the 
prefent wars {hall ceafe, we may expect emigrations to be 


“multiplied. “With an enlarged population we may natural- 


ly look for an increafed diverfity of manners and habits. — 
The confequences naturally to be expected are, that either 
{cenes of diforder, if not of complete diforganization will 
take place ; or that, for generations to come, government 
muft be fupported, and licentioufnefs controuled by a mili- 
tary force. This will afford a precedent dangerous to the 
liberties of the American people. 

In another point of view, it merits our attention wheth- 
er this acceffion will not tend fo materially to alter the rel- 
ative fituation of the feveral ftates, as cannot fail to increafe 
mutual jealoufies, and multiply jarring interefts to fuch a 
degree that they muft be injurious, and may prove fatal to 
our profperity as a free people. The territory of the Unit- 
ed States may be very naturally divided into four grand 
feGions. A northern feGtion, comprifing the New-Eng- 
land ftates, with a large part of the ftate of New-York, a 
middle feGion including the other ftates north of the Poto- 
mac, a fouthern fection containing Virginia, the Carolinas, 
and Georgia, and a weftern fection lying upon the weftern 
waters, the Miflifippi and its feveral eaftern branches. Add 
tothigweftern fe&tion, the newly ceded territory of Louifiana, 

and 
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and it will be more than fix times as large as the other three. 
Between the three fections which border on the Atlantic, 
the connection is natural and eafy, and the advantages re- 
ciprocal. Ifeither mutual jealoufies and encroachments, 
local attachments and prejudices, or different manners, hab- 
its and cuftoms, arifing, in a great degree, from the bane- 
ful fource of domettic flavery, do not interrupt our harmo- 
ny, there appears to be no important natural obftacle in the 
way ofits being mutually beneficial for time immemorial._— 
The wants of the one may be eafily fupplied by the fur- 
plus of the other. But the weftern feétion, difconneéted, 
by its local fituation from the Atlantic ftates, mu{t have an 
intereft feparate from theirs. And poffefling fuch an exten- 
five, and, a great part of it at leaft, fertile territory, as well, 
as an opening, by a different and much nigher rout, to 
fome of our beft markets, the ftates in this quarter muft, at 
a period not very remote, become the rivals, if not the 
matters of the other fections in the union. Such is the 
prevalence of felf-intereft in all national tranfaions, that 
whenever the period arrivesin which the States on the 
weftern waters, connected with the newly ceded territory of 
Louifiana, fhall obtain fuch a preponderating influence asto 
direét, controul, and overawe the councils of the union, 
then the Atlantic ftates may view their profperity to be far 
declined from its zenith. Tho’ this declenfion may be 
firft felt by the northern and middle ftates, who, as they 
contribute the largeft portion of the public revenue, muft 
pay the greateft part of the purchafe money, and whofe 
population and wealth will probably be the moft feverely 
taxed to fettle the country, yet it may, eventually, prove e- 
qually, if not more injurious to the fouthern feétion of the 
union. Poffefling immenfe quantities of vacant, and fertile , 
Jands, adapted to the cultivation of the fame ftaple for ex- 
portation, viz. Cotton, Indigo, Rice and Tobacco, they 
can produce thefe articles with fo great facility, and in fuch 
large quantities, as to afford them at fuch reduced prices as 
to underfell the citizens of the Atlantic ftates, and, in that 
way,exclude them from fome of their moft beneficial branch. 
es of commerce. wai 

Tuese things, it will be faid, are nothing more than 
mere matters of conje@ture. They are fo, and no man can 
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wifh more fincerely than myfelf, that thefe fuggeftions may 
proveto be unfounded. Thechainof caufe and effect appears, 
however, to be fo clofely connected, that I cannot but view 
them as making a great abatement of the fatisfaction which 
I might otherwife enjoy, in contemplating what is termed a 
fplendid acquifition, forming a moft glorious era in the hif- 
tory of America. 

Havine dwelt fo long upon our dangers, I truft your 
indulgence will permit me to add a few words upon our du- 
ties. In doing this I fhall barely draw the attention of the 
audience to the following plain maxims, which comprife our 
duty, with the means of our fafety. 

Ler us bear in mind that our liberties, our independ- 
ence itfelf, as well as all the national privileges and advanta- 
ges, derived from thofe fources, are the gifts of heaven. In 
all the variety of trials and dangers thro’ which we have 
paffed, we have been fignally and eminently a people fav- 
ed of the Lord. He has, from time to time, raifed up from 
among ourfelves, eminent chara¢ters, both as ftatefmen and 
heroes, men clothed with a large portion of the fpirit of 
their offices ; eminently qualified for the ftations they have 
refpectively filled. He hath conduéed us thro’ fcenes of 
blood and flaughter, and fhielded us in the hour of danger, 
againft deep laid plots, and artful intrigues. He has been 
a fpirit of judgment to thofe who fat in judgment, as well 
as ftrength to thofe who turned the battle to the 
gates. ‘The greateft part of our revolutionary heroes and 
patriots have already gone to the land of filence. In pay- 
ing a tribute to their memory tho’ we cannot, at prefent, 
be particular, no one in this affembly will, I truft, forget 
the name of WasuineTon who fhone in his orbit asa ftar 
of the firft magnitude. But, whoever was the inftrument, 
the hand that raifed it up was the Lord’s; and his hand 
is not {hortened that it cannot fave. He can now as eafily 
raife up Wafhington, or future deliverers, by whatever 
name they may be diftinguifhed, as he did him whofe name 
will be held in grateful remembrance as long as we fhall ex- 
ift a free and independent nation. But when, as a peo- 
ple, we fhall forget that our liberties are the gift of God, 
and lightly efteem the rock of our political falvation, we 
fhall be in danger of lofing them. A 
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Ler us cultivate the principles of piety and virtue, not 
that unnatural alliance between church and ftate, fo much 
talked of and profefledly fo much dreaded at the prefent 
day, but which, in our country, is probably rather an im- 
agination than a reality ; but the genuine principles of pie- 
ty towards God and benevolence to men, which tend to the 
promotion of every civil and focial virtue. A people ha- 
bitually irreligious cannot be long free. Thofe who are 
endeavouring to eradicate the principles of religion and vir- 
tue, by difcarding chriftianity, and fapping the foundation 
of natural religion, however extenfive the benevolence may 
be which they profefs, are our worft enemies. Tho’ their 
fong may be bewitching as a Syren, to liften to it is equally 
fatal. The poifon of afps is under their tongues. The no- 
tion of cultivating morality without religion is nothing but 
the raving of a diftempered fancy, if not rather the fruit of 
adepraved heart. ‘This is abundantly verified by the bitter 
experience of allages. Reduced to general practice it will 
banifh benevolence out of the world, -fet afide the obliga- 
tions of an oath, and rend afunder every other tie which, 
either binds man to man, or conneéts men in fociety. Such 
an event would be fufficient to people a continent with 
thieves, pick-pockets, robbers, adulterers, and midnight 
aflaffins. It would render every man every man’s foe.— 
Such are the confequences to be expected in this life, from 
the banifhment of religion out of fociety, but futurity opens 
a profpeé infinitely more awful. The notion that death is 
an eternal fleep, can laft no longer than until the foul’s 
feparation from the body. No fooner does the unembodi- 
ed fpirit launch into the invifible world, than it awakes, ei- 
ther to the profpeét of inconceivable happinefs ; or of unut- 
terable and never ending woe. When we refle& upon the 
height to which depravity of manners, and irreligious prin- 
ciples are arrived in our country, we have reafon to trem- 
ble for the confequences. But we would fondly hope that 
the difeafe is not yet altogether without a remedy. For 
faith the Lord by the prophet Jeremiah, “ At what inftant 
I fhall fpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a king- 
dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to deftroy it. If 
that nation againft whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent. of the evil that I thought to do unto 
them.” D Ler 
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Ler us cleave'to our conftitution. This has hitherto 
been, underprovidence, one of the principal pillars of our 
fecurity, as well as an eminent fource of national profperity. 
No doubt it would have been pleafing to many, had this in- 
ftrument remained unaltered. When the door of innova- 
tion is once opened it is uncertain when it will be fhut. Bur, 
as the greateft part of its effential principles yet remain en- 
tre, let us continue to cleave to them, and, as much as pofli- 
ble, avoid future innovations. Like every thing human 
this inftrument undoubtedly has its imperfections, but em- 
bracing a great variety of interefts, and being formed by a 
{pirit of conciliation, it is hardly probable that we hall ev- 
er have another fo well adapted to all parts of the union. 
Nay it is even problematical whether another could ever. 
be eftablifhed by any other means than by the fword. Ex. 
travagant impracticable notions of liberty, inftead of that 
temperate rational fy{tem, which is adapted to the ftate of 
fociety among our American people, and confined within 
conftitutional limits, may endanger, if not finally ruin our 
republican inftitutions, andeven our independence. That 
Joofe popular kind of democracy, for which many plead, 
and which is thought to be, at prefent, gaining ground, will 
ever be found inadequate to the management. of the affairs 
ofa great nation, however well it may anfwer in a fmall 
ftate, where there are no jarring local interefts, and where 
there is a uniformity of manners and habits. I never ex- 
pect to fee a more popular kind of government than that 
founded upon our prefent excellent conftitution, either 
peaceably eftablifhed, or fuccefsfully adminiftered in the U- 
nited States. ‘This, tho’ not a loofe democracy, has all 
the freedom of a republic, tempered with a degree of 
ftrength and energy. Keep to this and we have all that 
liberty which is conducive either to political or focial hap- 
pinefs. . Break down this barrier, and while we grafp at 
the fhadow, we fhall probably lofe the fubftance, and be 
either crumbled into a great number of fmall, inconfidera- 
ble principalities, or fink beneath the defpotic arm of fome 
fortunate military adventurer, who may chance to out ride 
the ftorm of anarchy, and be able to crufh, by an impofing 
mihtary force, the faGtions, which, in times of confufion, 
may have mutually enfeebied one another. a 

Ev 


i pe 


Ler us beunited. In union confifts our ftrength.— 
United we ftand, divided we fall. Our national fyftem is 
one great whole, which ought equally to embrace the in- 
tereft of every part. Neither local interefts or attachments, 
nor party names and diftinétions, fhould deter us from at- 
tending to the general good. Asa united people, duly 
improving our advantages, and wifely managing our refourc- 
-€s, we may bid defiance to any nation which may be hardy 
enough to annoy us. But fplit into faGions, and weakened 
by domeftic feuds and contentions, we may become as ealy 
a prey to either a foreign invader or domeftic ufurper, as 
the ftates of Greece did to the growing power of Philip of 
Macedon, which, had they been united, they might have 
eafily withftood. As the northern feG@ion of the union 
comes, more immediately, under our view, its relative fitu- 
ation as it refpeéts the general government, claims our fir(t, 
and united attention. ‘This is no party matter 3 it has not 
€ven the moft remote conneétion with the modern diftinc- 
tion of our citizens into Federalifts, Republicans, Demo- 
crats, Ariftocrats, &c. &c. names and diftinétions which, 
it is devoutly to be withed, were buried in everlafting ob- 
livion. It is the undivided concern of the whole. It is 
high time for us to give over the childifh amufements about 
the Salt Mountains, immenfe Prairies, Mammoths & Buffa- 
Joes of Louifiana, and attend to the relative political fituation 
of the various parts of the union. If the prefent operation 
of our national fyftem is partially injurious to the northern 
and middle ftates, if their influence and importance in the 
great confederacy is difproportionate to their quota of the 
public expence, if one part of the union is relieved and a- 
nother burthened, we ought to know it, and withftand the 
encroachment by a decent manly firmnefs.- But if fuch 
complaints are unfounded, every murmur fhould be huth’d 
to filence, and we ought unitedly to fupport a fyftem which 
impartially embraces the good of the whole. if the gener- 
al intereft of the union is fupported, it is of but little confe- 
quence whether Virginia, or fome other ftate gives a Prefi- 
dent to the United States. An attention to this fubject be- 
jongs to us all. Let us difmifs our party names and dif- 
tinétions that we may purfue the enquiry with impartiality. 
Admitting the fuppofition that fach a fyftem of encroach- 
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ment does adually exift, if we continue divided, and the 
flame of party fpirit is kept up among ourfelves, nothing 
can impede its progrefs. 

Ler us attend to the purity of our eleftions. Noth- 
ing can be of greater importance im a republican govern- 
ment than that this fountain fhould remain uncorrupted.— 
Nothing has had a more powerful tendency to create and 
ftrengthen prejudices againft elective governments, particu. 
larly in large ftates, than the diforders which, but too fre- 
quently attend popular eleétions. But, that a privilege 
may be abufed, does not prove it to be, in itfelf improper. 
The proper end to be anfwered by popular elections may 
be fruftrated, either by criminal negligence and inattention, 
or by deceiving, overawing, or corrupting the eleétors.— 
When eledtions, inftead of being the proper, unbiafled ex- 
preflion of the public will, are either almoft wholly manag- 
ed by art and intrigue, corrupted by bribery, or overawed 
by violence, they may degenerate fo far as to become a 
public curfe inftead of a privilege. In many parts of our 
country great complaints are made about the exertion of 
an undue influence in elections. Happy for us were fuch 
complaints wholly unfounded. Perhaps, there. is no part 
of the union in which elections are more pure than in New- 
England. But do not fuch fymptoms appear, as give us 
reafon to apprehend that, even among us, that privilege is 
not beyond the reach of corruption ? 

Ler us attend to the diffufion of knowledge, and be 
folicitous to obtain correct information. The great body 
of our citizens, as they can have no intereft feparate from 
the good of their country, will always act right if correétly 
informed. But when public opinion becomes corrupted, 
nothing can be a more fruitful fource of danger. ‘To 
guard againft fuch corruption, nothing is more effectual than 
the general diffufion of knowledge. Corre& information 
is much more neceflary in a republic, where fo much de- 
pends upon public opinion, than under any other form of 
government. Among an enligtened virtuous people. this 
fyftem will flourifh in its perfection and beauty, but where 
the inhabitants of a territory are generally vicious and igno- 
rant, licentioufnefs, it is probable, will be curbed, only by 
its oppofite, viz. tyranny and oppredlion. 
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FeiLow-Cit1zens, I have endeavoured, honeftly 1 
hope, however feebly, to difcharge that part of the duty of 
the day which your partiality has afligned me. I have ex- 
hibited my own impreffions, both of our duties and dan- 
gers as a people. As the patience of the audience muft 
be, by this time, exhaufted, I fhall try it but a few moments 
more. Without making any pretenfions to a fpirit of 
prophecy, imagination may eafily take an extenfive range 
into the future profpeéts of America, by merely compar- 
ing caufes with effects, and reafoning from the one to the 
other. If we fhould on the one hand, dwell too clofely 
upon our dangers, we may paint a dark and difmal picture 
of licentioufnefs, anarchy and diforganization, of tyranny, 
oppreflion and bloodfhed, of foreign intrigues and domeftic 
factions, {plitting us into parties, undermining and wafting 
our ftrength, and, in the end, proftrating our liberties, by 
rendering us an eafy prey tothe hand of, either a foreign 
invader, or domeftic ufurper, who may confign generations 
as yet unborn to flavery without hope. 

Bor, as it is painful, even for imagination to dwell 
upon the gloomy profped, let us take a glimpfe of the bright 
fide of the picture. In this part of the profpe& our fond 
hopes, and our benevolent withes will affift our imagina- 
tions. This anticipation of futurity prefents us witha view of 
a rapidly increafing population, of cities and villages fud- 
denly {pringing up in the wildernefs, of a vaft country, at a 
period not very remote, filled with inhabitants, and contin- 
uing to be the feat of liberty and the arts, as,wellas an a- 
fylum for the oppreffed of every clime; of a wife, juft and 
energetic government, guarding and proteéting both civil 
and religious liberty, and a fucceflion of fages, patriots, and 
diftinguifhed ftatefmen dire@ing our councils ; of the uni- 
verfal_prevalence of good morals, undefiled religion, and 
focial order, of our name refpeéted, and our alliance court- 
ed by foreign nations, and of our citizens at large free and 
happy, in the uninterrupted enjoyment of peace and _plen- 
ty, and of civil and religious liberty, exhibiting to the world 
aftanding prattical confutation of the opinion that free 
governments are always deftined to be but of fhort dura- 
tion. 

Tuts, you will fay, is a pleafing pi€ture, but one which 
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theexperience of real life has never fully realized. It is 
fo, and in the end it may prove to be nothing more than a 
-pleafing dream. But notwith{tanding our expofednefs to 
ruin by our vices, in the practice of the maxims already 
mentioned, aided by the virtues of temperance, fobriety, 
frugality and induftry, the ftate of profperity defcribed, 
may be as fully realized as is confiftent with the imperfec- 
tions of the prefent life. Looking forward to ages yet un- 
born, we might then hail our happy land, deftined by heav- 
en to be the wonder of an admiring world. We have 
hitherto, as a people, been eminently faved of the Lord. 
Let us truft in him, and he will ftill be the rock of our fal- 
vation. 


FINTS. 


